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Introduction 

The purpose of the 2018-2022 Grand Rapids Charter Township Master Plan is to provide a 
sound framework for the future development of recreation resources within Grand Rapids 
Charter Township. A major objective is to assure that the various recreation providers in the 
area collectively provide adequate recreation facilities for the residents of Grand Rapids Charter 
Township. The recreation providers in Grand Rapids Township include the Township itself, Kent 
County, local school systems (including East Grand Rapids, Forest Hills, Northview, and Kent 
Intermediate school districts) and the private sector. This plan should be incorporated into the 
Township’s overall planning and capital improvements programs. 

The Township is within the Grand Rapids Metropolitan Area, one of the fastest growing areas in 
the state of Michigan. The US census reports that the Township’s population grew by 18.5% or 
2,605 people between the years of 2000 and 2010. The Township has continued to experience 
rapid growth from 2010 to the present time; these additional people will increase the overall 
demand for recreation opportunities within the Township. At the same time, urban 
development pressures will also increase; it is important that the Township plan for the future 
of both active and passive recreation needs of its residents. 

SECTION I: COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

Location 

Grand Rapids Charter Township is 
located in Kent County, Michigan 
on the western side of the State. 
The Township is immediately 
northeast of the City of Grand 
Rapids. It is also bordered by the 
Townships of Plainfield on the 
north and Ada on the east, the 
Cities of Kentwood and Grand 
Rapids on the south, and the City 
of East Grand Rapids on the 
southwest. 
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Size 

Although once a typical thirty-six square mile Township, the incorporation of various cities and 
the later annexations of Township land by those same cities have left Grand Rapids Charter 
Township with its current boundaries (Map II-1). The size of the Township, approximately 
sixteen square miles, is a little less than one-half that of a typical Township.  

Ecological Characteristics 

Surface Water 

Due to the varied terrain of the Township, surface runoff is distributed between several small 
drainage basins. The drainage patterns in the southern and western sections of the Township 
are not well developed. Urbanization occurred in these areas, storm drain improvements and 
extensions have been necessary in the Coldbrook, Lamberton and Plaster Creek watersheds. 
However, drainage patterns in the eastern portion of the Township are very steep. The streams 
in this area fall from forty to fifty feet per mile. 

There are nine natural lakes and several unnamed ponds in Grand Rapids Charter Township. A 
portion of the eastern shoreline of Reeds Lake, the largest lake in the metropolitan area, 
extends into the southwest corner of the Township. Dean, Perch, and Emerald Lake form a 
chain of lakes on the northern border of the Township with Plainfield Township. Other lakes 
include John Ball, Mason, East, North Twin and Lamond. Most lakes are replenished by direct 
precipitation, run-off from surrounding land and by sub-surface drainage. The level of Dean 
Lake is maintained by a pumping installation. 

Two major wetland areas occur in the Township: the Saddlebag Drain, which contains Echo 
Lake and East Lake located south and north of Fulton Street, and the wetlands adjacent to 
Reeds Lake. In the latter area, elevations approximate the lake level. There is typically surface 
water year-round. Backwater flooding occurs with heavy rainfalls and snowmelt. 

Ground Water 

The glacial drift underlying the Township generally provides an adequate supply of potable 
water to meet domestic needs. Available quantities indicated by the Water Resource Division of 
the United States Geological Service (USGS) are 100 to 500 gallons per minute from an eight 
inch well. The availability of supplies from the underlying Bayport Limestone bedrock varies 
greatly and is considered too highly mineralized in many areas to be suitable for domestic and 
public uses.  
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Soils 

The Township’s soils are compromised predominately of clay in the central and southern areas 
and of sand and gravel in the northern areas. The US Soil Conservation Service has identified 
three major associations in the Township, these soil associations are defined by the 
nomenclatures of the National Cooperative Soil Survey program. Within these broad 
associations, however, there are other soils occurring in minor amounts where internal and 
surface drainage can vary widely from the major soils. Because the slopes in the Township are 
complex and because seasonally high water table is characteristic of the Selkirk soils, the 
feasibility of development in any location can only be determined by on-site investigations. 

Climate 

Grand Rapids Charter Township is under the climate influence of Lake Michigan. Temperature 
extremes are moderated in summer and winter, although there are a few hot humid weeks 
during the summer. The growing season extends from late April to early October, averaging a 
total of 170 days. The average temperature during the month of July is 72 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The mean annual precipitation is 36 inches, which includes an average of 72 inches of snow.  

Vegetation 

There are extensive woodland areas in the Township. The varieties of trees found include 
various maples, oaks, elms, hemlock, basswood, ash, beech, black cherry, various pines, yellow 
birch and balsam fir. Other less common trees are the northern spruce, white spruce, 
cottonwoods and white pine. Native plants species include honeysuckle, dogwoods, viburnums, 
shadblow, strawberry, witchhazel, hawthorn, bittersweet, brachen fern, pawpaw, moonseed, 
Virginia creeper, poison ivy, summer grape, greenbrier and hop hornbeam. 

Wildlife 

The variety of ground cover soils and topography in Grand Rapids Charter Township provides a 
broad array of habitat types suitable for many open land, woodland and wetland wildlife 
species. Typical small animals such as woodchucks, raccoons, and red and fox squirrels and 
cottontail rabbits are commonly found. Larger animals include foxes and white-tailed deer. 
Ring-necked pheasants, quail, ruffed grouse and a large variety of smaller birds inhabit the 
Township along with migratory birds such as ducks and geese in season. A wetland at the east 
end of Reeds Lake provides outstanding waterfowl habitat and should be considered 
particularly sensitive. The Grand Rapids field office of the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources identifies no endangered species within the Township. 
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Land Use 

The predominant land use in Grand Rapids Charter Township is residential (Map I-3). The 
majority of the residential development is single-family homes. Only a small fraction of the 
Township is taken up in condominiums, mobile homes and multi-family homes. Active farmland 
is limited to fruit orchards located in north central portions of the Township. 

The largest shopping complex is located along Plainfield Avenue in the northwest corner of the 
Township. Other commercial areas include an office/service complex near the intersection of I-
96 and Cascade Road and a small neighborhood shopping center and office park adjacent to 
Cascade Road east of I-96.  

There is a large portion of public/semi-public land in the central region of the Township that 
feature Frederik Meijer Gardens, The Township offices and park, Crahen Valley Park, and 
several schools.  

The East Beltline north of Leonard Street offers business and medical offices, a retail center 
near Knapp Street and a medical pavilion at Three Mile. 

Transportation 

Several transportation corridors of regional significance crisscross through Grand Rapids 
Charter Township. Interstate 96, which links the Grand Rapids Metropolitan Area to the cities of 
Lansing and Muskegon, cuts through both the south and northwest portions of the Township. 
The East Beltline is a major north-south traffic corridor that runs the entire length of the 
Township. Other major roads that run through the Township include Fulton and Cascade roads 
in the south and Plainfield Avenue in the north. All these corridors link the suburban and rural 
areas of Kent County to downtown Grand Rapids. Local Township roads consist of section line 
roads in rural areas and streets within residential subdivisions. Approximately 10% of all 
Township land is used for roads and other transportation facilities. 
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Map I-1 Grand Rapids Township Topographic Map 
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Map I-2: Grand Rapids Township Zoning Map 
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Map I-3 Grand Rapids Township Street Map 
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Demographic Characteristics 

The United States Bureau of the Census 
recorded 16,661 people residing in Grand 
Rapids Township in 2010. Using the growth 
rate of 18.5% experienced between 2000 and 
2010, the estimated population in 2020 is 
projected to approach 20,000 residents.  

Households 

There were 6,006 occupied housing units in 
Grand Rapids Township in 2010. The median 
Township household income in 2010 was 
$76,070 (+/- 3,957) compared with $49,532 
(+/- 603) for households across Kent County. 
The households in the Township headed by 
females comprise only of 7% of all households. 
Single-person households make up 21.4% of 
the population, and only 5.9% of the 
households in the Township are minority 
households (African American, American 
Indian, Asian, Pacific Islander, or other).  

Age, Sex and Race 

The age composition of the Township for 2015 
is reflected in Table I-2 and Map I-4 with 22.5% 
of the population being under 15 years old and 
5.8% of the population under the age of five. 
Those ages 65 and older comprises 17.8% of 
the population and 5.1% of the population is 
85 years old or older. 

 

Table I-1: AGE DISTRIBUTION 

  
 

Age Group Number % 

Under 5 1024 5.8 

5-9 1,231 6.9 

10-14 1,534 8.6 

15-19 1,242 7.0 

20-24 555 3.1 

25-34 1,668 9.4 

35-44 2,289 12.9 

45-54 2,777 15.6 

55-59 1,326 7.5 

60-64 954 5.4 

65-74 1,353 7.6 

75-84 914 5.1 

85 and over 823 5.1 

   

18 and over 13,111 73.8 

65 and over 3,166 17.8 

 

Source: 2012-2016 American Community 
Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Map I-4: Regional Median Age by Census Tract 
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Grand Rapids Township residents are very homogenous with 89.9% of the population being 
Caucasian, (Table II-3). The males in the Township make up 46.5% of the population while 
females make up 53.5%. 

 

TABLE I-3: RACE DISTRIBUTION 

Race Number 
Population 
Percentage 

White 15,980 89.9 

Black 219 1.2 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1,182 6.7 

Native American 0 0 

Other 42 0.2 

Two or more races  343 1.9 

Total 17,423 100 

Source: 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates 

Education 

Based on the 2006-2010 American Community Survey, 52.2% (+/- 3.1) of Township residents 
over the age of 25 had achieved a bachelor’s degree or higher and 96.2% (+/- 1.2) had achieved 
a high school diploma/GED or higher. This compares to Kent County as a whole where 29.9% 
(+/- 0.4) had received a bachelor’s degree or higher and 88.3% (+/- 0.4) had received a high 
school diploma/GED or higher. 

Regional Influences 

The community priority of investing in the Health Care sector, primarily on the east side of the 
City of Grand Rapids, has positively impacted residential and commercial healthcare growth 
redevelopment in Grand Rapids Township. New businesses opening and medical support 
continues; along with the reinvestment in residential neighborhoods that are in close proximity 
to the core of the Health Care facilities in Kent County.  
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Population Trends 

The Township has an increasing number of people over the age of 65. This is also a trend that is 
occurring nation-wide. The number of the population in the Township of people over the age of 
65 is likely to continue growing. 

As discussed earlier, Grand Rapids Charter Township is located within the growing metropolitan 
area of Grand Rapids. It has ranked among the State’s nine metropolitan areas in terms of 
growth since 1980. As part of the larger Grand Rapids metropolitan area, the Township has also 
grown rapidly during the recent past. Table II-4 shows the population changes in the Township 
since 1960. 

TABLE I-4: GRAND RAPIDS TOWNSHIP GROWTH 1960-2010 

   

Average Persons 

Year Population % Change Gained Per Year 

1960 4,986 --- --- 

1970 6,823 36.8 184 

1980 9,294 36.2 247 

1990 10,760 15.8 147 

2000 14,056 30.6 330 

2010 16,661 18.5 261 

2020* 19,749 18.5 
 

* This projected number determined from the growth rate between 2000-
2010 
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SECTION II: ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

The Township’s organizational chart (Figure II-1) indicates how local recreational decisions are 
made and administered. All expenditures for parks and recreational purposes are approved by 
the Township Board, which meets on the first and third Tuesdays of every month. The 
Township Supervisor directs local recreation efforts, implementing capital improvements, 
supervising park maintenance and scheduling the use of recreational facilities.  

The Township also has a Recreation Advisory Committee, which was created in response to the 
growth in demand for recreation opportunities by local residents and upon recommendation of 
the 1992 version of the Plan. The Recreation Advisory Committee has six members who were 
requested by the Township Supervisor to serve on the board. The Committee’s responsibilities 
are to study whatever issues arise that deal with recreational facilities and programs provided 
by the Township and then make recommendations to the Township Board. 

FIGURE II-1: PARK AND RECREATION ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

 

BOARD MEMBER  
STAFF APPOINTEE 

Coordination of: 
Park & Recreation Committee 

Maintenance & Operations 
Recommendations 

TOWNSHIP BOARD 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

Facilitates Schedules 
Coordinates Uses 

PARK & RECREATION 
COMMITTEE 

Research 
Plan Development 
Recommendations 

FACILITIES MANAGER 

Maintenance 
Project Supervision 



DRAFT

14 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee  

The Parks and Recreation Committee was establish under MCLa 123.51-123.54: 

MCLs 123.51-123.54 provide for the appointment of a recreation board to operate a 
system of public recreation and playgrounds, to acquire, equip and maintain land, 
buildings and other recreational facilities and to employ a superintendent of recreation 
and assistants. The board may be appointed jointly by two or more municipalities that 
share a recreation program. The board can conduct its activities on property under its 
custody and management, other public property under the custody of another municipal 
corporation or on private property with the consent of the owners.  

The township board may act as a recreation board if it does not wish to delegate this 
function to a separate commission. The township board may also delegate these duties 
to its elected park board. 

Parks and Recreation Staff 

The Grand Rapids Township Board of Trustees has the authority to commit funds, accept 
grants, and purchase land on behalf of the community 

Maintenance and Expenditures. 

Sources of Funding 

The Township uses private contractors to meet the daily tasks of maintaining the park. 

Recreation expenditures by the Township include park maintenance, capital improvement and 
park development (Table II-1). The Township has worked with the planning and funding of 
County parkland to provide additional recreation opportunities that otherwise might not have 
been developed. These expenditures are typically financed with the Township’s general fund, 
Grants and Private Donations. 

The Township has also established endowment funds for future care and maintenance. There 
are three funds: Parks (80% funded), Trails, and Courthouse Plaza (100% funded).  
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TABLE II-1: CURRENT AND PROJECTED ANNUAL BUDGETS 

  2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total 

Crahen Valley Park $20,000 $102,000 $1,600,000 $85,000 $35,000 $1,842,000 

Resurfacing Tennis Courts $15,500         $15,500 

Playground Equipment       $71,500   $71,500 

Park & Rec Plan Update       $20,000   $20,000 

Non-Motorized Trail Maint   $15,000  $5,000  $20,000  $15,000 $55,000 

Non-Motorized Trail Const   $250,000 $400,000     $650,000 

Total $35,500 $367,000 $2,000,000 $176,500 $35,000 $2,614,000 

Volunteer Organization 

Thus far, volunteers have consisted of individual efforts.  

Relationships with Other Agencies 

Schools and private organizations offer recreational opportunities within the Township. Some 
of these groups utilize the Township soccer and baseball fields—that is the extent of any 
partnerships. 
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SECTION III: RECREATION INVENTORY 

Recreation Facilities 

The following inventory lists all of the public, semi-public and private recreation facilities 
located in Grand Rapids Charter Township (Table III - 1). The Township maintains a very popular 
multi-use park behind the Township Hall and is in the planning stage of Crahen Valley Park. 
Other recreation facility providers include the Forest Hills Schools District, MVP Athletic Club, 
other school districts adjacent to the Township, other city park systems and Kent County Parks. 
There are also other commercial establishments and private clubs that offer significant 
opportunities for a wide variety of recreation. 

TABLE III-1: RECREATION FACILITIES WITHIN GRAND RAPIDS TOWNSHIP  

# Name Ownership Size 
(acres) General Purpose 

1 Township Park  Grand Rapids 
Charter Township 57 Family and athletic activity 

2 Crahen Valley Park  Grand Rapids 
Charter Township 200 Passive Recreation 

3 Knapp Valley Forest 
County Park  

Kent County 76 Undeveloped 

4 
Forest Hills Northern 
Middle and High 
School  

School District 140  Student-related recreational and 
athletic activities 

5 
Frederik Meijer 
Gardens and 
Sculpture Park  

Privately Owned 309 Cultural and horticultural education 
opportunities 

6 Lincoln 
Development Center  

Kent Intermediate 
School District 75 Student-related athletic activities 

7 Knapp Forest 
Elementary  

School District 10  Student-related recreational and 
athletic activities 

8 Orchard View 
Elementary  

Forest Hills School 
System 6  

Indoor gym is used for evening adult 
classes in aerobics, volleyball, karate, 
etc. The outdoor recreation facilities 
are available for league use. 
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9 Provin Trails County 
Park  

Kent County 45   Trails for hiking and cross-country 
skiing  

10 Collins Elementary 
School  

School District 15 Student-related recreational and 
athletic activities 

11 MVP Athletic Club Privately Owned 21 

Fitness classes and outdoor pool, 
tennis courts. Use of the facility is 
primarily for members; however, non-
members can obtain guest passes. 

12 Forest Hills Aquatic 
Center  

Privately Owned N/A Swimming 

13 Forest Hills Fine Arts 
Center 

Privately Owned N/A Community Performing Arts and 
Broadcasting 

15 Cascade Hills 
Country Club  

Privately Owned 240 Public use, golfing 

16 Courthouse Plaza  Township 3 Gathering Space, Trail Connector 

17 Pocket Parks  Privately Owned N/A Family activity 
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Map III-1: Public Facilities within Grand Rapids Charter Township 
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Township Park 

 

The Township manages the 56.91-acre park located behind the Township offices, which front 
the East Beltline. It has three ball diamonds, one soccer field, four tennis courts, a playground, 
nature trails, picnic tables and a shelter building with rest rooms. See Appendix D for an 
accessibility evaluation of this park. 
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Crahen Valley Park 

Crahen Valley Park is 200 acres of partially developed parkland acquired by Grand Rapids 
Charter Township. Preliminary plans include picnic shelter/ areas, non-motorized trails, 
playground and winter sports opportunities as well as a nature study area including ponds, 
wetlands and 
streams. 
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ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENTS 

In order to evaluate the overall accessibility of Grand Rapids Township Parks the grading system 
developed by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) was used. The MDNR 
accessibility rating scale is based on a simple five-point scale to how well each site compares to 
the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.  

Consultants at Prein & Newhof visited the sites to review the overall accessibility of the parks 
primary features such as: Barrier free parking, routes to various activities, features, buildings, 
and playgrounds.  

Accessibility is scored by the following rating scale:  

1 – None of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 

2 – Some of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 

3 – Most of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 

4 – All of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 

5 – The facility meets the Principals of Universal Design 

 
Grand Rapids Charter Township owns and operates two park sites: Township Park and Crahen 
Valley Park. At both of these parks and throughout the township providing safe and barrier free 
recreation activities for individuals of all abilities is a major goal for Grand Rapids Township. 

As elements of Township Park age and are replaced and as Crahen Valley Park is developed the 
overall quality and quantity of barrier free recreational opportunities will continue to improve. 
Furthermore, Grand Rapids Township is committed to providing Universal Design for 
Accessibility wherever possible to further improve upon the minimum standards given in the 
2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.  

 



DRAFT

23 

 

Township Park         Accessibility Score: 2  

Some of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design. Barrier free parking 
is provided from the parking lot. However, the primary parking lot was gated off at the time of 
the evaluation and park users had to park further away and take a route to the playground that 
isn’t accessible. The surfaces leading to the play structures appeared to meet adequate surface 
requirements, however due to cracked asphalt and age the route would be difficult at some 
places for a wheelchair. The play structures did have transfer decks but lacked barrier free 
elevated and ground play components. There were also many walking paths within the park 
that were accessible but not all park features had barrier free access.  

 

Crahen Valley Park        Accessibility Score: 3  

Most of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design. Crahen Valley Park 
is currently under development. The primary function of the park is for passive recreation. 
Barrier free parking is provided from the parking lot to small overlook via a paved path. As the 
park develops more accessible paths and amenities will be provided. 
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Adjacent Communities 

Township residents often use recreation facilities located a short distance outside of the 
Township. Such facilities are inventoried in order to accurately assess whether Township 
residents have adequate recreation opportunities.  

A. Huff Park – These facilities are located near Aberdeen Street and Ball Avenue in the City 
of Grand Rapids, south-west of the I-96 Freeway. The facility has outdoor play 
equipment, four ball diamonds and a shelter, as well as a boardwalk/nature trail 
through the wetlands. 

B. Remington Park/Hodenpyl Woods – Located in the City of East Grand Rapids along the 
northern and western shores of Reeds Lake. Preserved primarily as nature areas, these 
lands contain a boat launch, a hiking/biking trail and a waterfront green area. 

C. Manhattan Park – Located at the southwest corner of the East Beltline and Cascade 
Road, this East Grand Rapids Park offers easy access to many in the Township. The park 
has several ball diamonds and soccer fields as well as a play area and restrooms. 

 

Huff Park pictured 
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Regional Facilities 

There are many regional and state facilities located within a thirty to forty-five minute drive 
from Grand Rapids Township. 

1. Johnson County Park – Playground, playing fields, picnicking, winter sports, fishing and 
a scenic drive. 

2. Millenium Park – Playgrounds, playing fields, picnicking, hiking, fishing and swimming. 
3. Palmer County Park – Golf course, playgrounds, playing field, picnicking, hiking and 

fishing. 
4. Wabasis County Park – Camping, boat launch, swimming, fishing, playground, playing 

field, fishing and hiking. 
5. Townsend County Park – Picnicking, playground and playing field, fishing and hiking. 
6. Fallasburg County Park – Picnicking, playground and playing field, Frisbee golf, fishing, 

hiking, historical covered bridge 
7. Long Lake County Park – Picnicking, playground and playing field, boating, fishing and 

hiking 
8. John Ball County Park and Zoo – Zoo, playground, picnicking, nature trail, band shell 

and ball diamonds. 
9. Lamoreaux County Park – Cross-county skiing, fishing, hiking and picnicking. 
10. Riverside Park – Playground and playing fields, Frisbee golf, boat launch, fishing and 

picnicking. 
11. Ken-O-Sha Park – Playground, picnicking and a nature trail. 

Millennium Park pictured 
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Map III–2: Regional Parks and Recreation Facilities 
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Non-Motorized Trails 

Many non-motorized pathways are designed as widened shoulders of public roads and are 
maintained by Kent County Road Commission. The Township has also constructed 10.5 miles of 
separated non-motorized trails (Map III-2). Many of the non-motorized trails in the Township 
connect with neighboring communities trails (Map III-3).  

 

 

 

 

Grand Rapids Township Park pictured 
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Map III–3: Existing and Future Non-Motorized Trails    
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Map III-4: Regional Recreational Trails 
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Previously Grant-Assisted Facilities 

Table III-2: Grand Rapids Charter Township Grant History 

 

Grant 
Number Facility Name Scope 

Project 
Year 

Current 
Condition 

BF89-354 Shelter Building Barrier Free shelter building 
with restrooms, drinking 
fountain, and picnic area. 

1989 Good 

BF90-106 Grand Rapids 
Charter 
Township Park 

Grading, Seeding, 
Stonedust, Backstop & 
Fencing, Tennis Courts, Play 
Equipment, Accessible 
Pathway, Parking, 
Driveway, Nature Trail, 
Landscaping 

1990 Good 

TF00-061 Acquisition of 
Doezema Farm 
(Now part of 
Crahen Valley 
Park) 

Acquisition in fee simple of 
118-acre Doezema Farm for 
conservation and passive 
recreation uses. Contains 
woodlands, wetland areas 
and streams. 

2000 Good 

CM00-060 Township Park 
Development 

Earthwork, New Entry 
Drive, Expand Parking, 
Walkways, Sport Fields, 
Trail Surfacing with 
Boardwalk, Playground 
Improvements, Basketball 
Court, Tables and Benches, 
Landscaping 

2000 Good 
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Previously Grant-Assisted Facilities  

Grant Recognition Plaque Photos 
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Recreation Programs 

A large number of the organized recreation programs available to Township residents are 
provided by various school districts through community education programs. Table III-5 is a list 
of some of the activities available to Township residents through the programs described 
above. The Township lies primarily within the Forest Hills School District, Northview School 
District lies to the north of the Township in Plainfield Township and the City of Grand Rapids 
School District lies to the west of the Township. To the southwest of the Township, the City of 
East Grand Rapids sponsors various recreation activities through its Department of Recreation, 
often utilizing East Grand Rapids School recreation facilities. Altogether, these resources 
provide Township residents with a variety of recreation activities from which to choose. A 
nominal fee is charged for most activities. The East Grand Rapids Recreation Department is the 
only agency that gives its residents preferential treatment over non-residents.  

TABLE III-3: RECREATION ACTIVITIES 

Physical Education Enrichment Classes 

Aerobics Open Gym Painting/Drawing Photography 

Jazzercise Golf Calligraphy Ceramics 

Tumbling Arthritis Ex. Woodworking Interior Design 

Basketball Water Ex. Sewing Creative Writing 

Indoor Soccer Spring Board Foreign Languages Quilting 

Baseball Diving Hunter Safety Dog Obedience 

(Grades 3-8) Swim Classes Genealogy  

Slimnastics Scuba Bridge  

Gymnastics Life Saving Word Processing  

Yoga CPR Computers  

Volleyball  Cooking  
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MVP Athletic Club 

MVP Athletic Club is located at 115 Crahen. It offers fitness facilities, training classes, activities 
for children, tennis courts, a basketball court, volleyball net, playground, and an outdoor pool 
and splashpad. Nonmember guests are welcome for applicable fees. 

League Sports 

Various organizations throughout the Grand Rapids Metropolitan Area sponsor sports leagues 
with a variety of sports offered. For youth there is T-ball, softball, basketball, and swimming. 
For adults there is softball, racquetball and soccer. Most leagues encompass an area that cuts 
across the community borders. As a result, cooperative arrangements have been made among 
the various communities and organizations to share recreation facilities for league use. Grand 
Rapids Charter Township reserves its ball diamonds and soccer fields on a regular basis for 
league use.  

Senior Citizen Programs 

The Forest Hills Schools Community Education Program sponsors a special citizens group which 
meets regularly at various public locations. The group gets together for breakfast, bag lunches, 
potlucks, slide shows, bingo and various games. 

Many of the evening community education courses offered by the various school districts are 
attended by older citizens. Most of the school districts offer discounted fees to senior citizens.  
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SECTION IV: PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 

Plan Preparation 

The Grand Rapids Charter Township Recreation Master Plan for 2018 plan development 
involved close cooperation with the Township Supervisor and the Township Recreation 
Advisory Committee. Public input was gathered through an online survey, Public Open House 
and on-going public access to the Township Recreation Advisory Committee, the Township 
Board, and the Township Supervisor.  

The first steps included a review of the 2014 Plan by Township officials and the Township 
Recreation Committee. The Committee also reviewed the existing Township Park and the 
demands made on that facility. After those revisions were incorporated, the Plan was made 
available to the general public for review and presented at a public hearing where citizens could 
again provide input.  

This Plan documents the basis for allocating limited financial and staff resources available for 
recreation. Copies of this plan will be sent to the respective County, Regional, and State 
recreation planning agencies. 

Methods 

In order to ascertain the recreational needs of the Township, existing recreation facilities and 
programs were inventoried.  

In 2017, residents were asked to complete a questionnaire, which was made available by a link 
on the Township website for 30 days; paper copies were available in the Township office and 
mailed upon request. The questionnaire was advertised via the Township website, articles in 
the local newspaper, and emails to residents of neighborhood associations. There were 161 
responses. A copy of the survey can be found in Appendix A, and a summary of its results in 
Appendix B. 

The draft plan was then made available for public comment electronically on the Township’s 
website and in print at the Township Office from January 8 to February 9. An Open House was 
also held on January 25, 2018 for residents to attend and view current Park and Recreation 
information, ask questions and give their input for future parks, trails and recreation needs of 
the Township. 

A public hearing was advertised starting February 11, 2018 and a held February 20, 2018, during 
which the Township Board voted on a formal Resolution to adopt the Parks and Recreation 
Plan.  
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Results 

See Appendix B for graphs and Appendix C for full text results to the questionnaire.  

1. Have you visited Township Park? 
Yes 78.88% 
No 21.12% 

2. If yes, how would you rate the park's facilities? 

Response Percentages 
Good 55.38% 
OK 24.62% 
Very Good 16.15% 
Poor 2.31% 
Very Poor 1.54% 

 

3. What would cause you to use the park more often? 

Keyword 
Number of 
Mentions 

Park is geared towards 
young children 19 

Improved Facilities 12 
More Trails 9 
Better Access via Trails 9 
Pets 7 
Access from Knapp 6 
Splash Pad 4 
Ice rink 4 
Pickleball 3 
Ski Trails 3 
Disc Golf 3 
Bike Trails 2 
Layout 2 
Better Maintenance 2 
Pool 2 
Programming 2 
More Shade 2 
Better Signage 2 
Ball fields 1 
Basketball 1 
Tennis 1 
Water features 1 
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4. If you or others in your household have visited the Township Park, please check all of the 
activities in which your household participated: 

Response Percentages 
Playground 75.0% 
Picnicking 45.3% 
Hiking 45.3% 
Bicycling 35.2% 
Tennis 24.2% 
Soccer 18.0% 
Shelter Rental 16.4% 
Baseball/Softball 15.6% 
Cross-County Skiing 10.9% 
Other – please list 10.2% 
Volleyball 4.7% 

5. Have you ever reserved a facility at the Township Park? 
No 84.8% 
Yes 15.2% 

6. Do you agree with the current reservation fee arrangement, which supports a sizeable 
portion of the parks operational expenses? 
Yes 93.4% 
No 6.6% 

7. Do you or others in your household use the existing non-motorized trails? 
Yes 72.9% 
No 27.1% 

8. Do you support expanding the trail system as shown in yellow on the map? 
Yes 94.4% 
No 5.6% 

9. Currently, GRCT reviews each proposed trail segment as it plans road improvements, utility 
work, and development projects. This reduces trail construction costs and addresses the 
concerns of nearby property owners. Trails are funded by a combination of private donations, 
Federal Transportation Grants and General Property tax dollars. Do you agree with this 
policy? 
Yes 95.0% 
No 5.0% 

10. Do you agree with the planned use for [Crahen Valley Park]? 
Yes 93.4% 
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No 6.6% 

11. In addition to the facilities and activities illustrated in the above image, please indicate 
your preference for other facilities and activities. 

Response Percentages 
Non-motorized Nature Trails 65.9% 
Sledding 59.1% 
Cross Country Skiing/Snow Shoe 56.8% 
Ice Skating 48.5% 
Playground 34.1% 
Picnic Shelter 26.5% 
Other (please specify) 25.8% 
Multi-purpose Lodge 20.4% 
Outdoor Plaza 13.6% 
Dog Park 4.5% 
Mountain Bike Trails 2.3% 

12. Which options would you support for funding future park improvements? 

Response Percentages 
Private Donations 86.3% 
MDNR Grant Dollars 81.4% 
Grants From Foundations 81.5% 
MDOT Grants 72.6% 
Potential Park and Recreation Millage 54.0% 
GRCT Operation Funds 50.0% 
Potential Bond Sales 37.1% 
Potential Park Entry Fees 26.6% 
Other (please specify) 10.5% 

13. Which options would you support for funding future non-motorized trails? 

Response Percentages 
MDOT Grants 83.1% 
MDNR Grant Dollars 81.4% 
Private Donations 79.8% 
Grants From Foundations 72.6% 
GRCT Operation Funds 55.6% 
Potential Park and Recreation Millage 54.0% 
Potential Bond Sales 37.1% 
Potential Park Entry Fees 23.4% 
Other (please specify) 10.5% 
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14. Which options would you support for park and trail maintenance? 

Response Percentages 
Maintain current mix of Township 
Operating Funds and user fees 81.0% 

Potential Park and Recreation Millage 47.6% 
Potential Bond Sales 30.2% 
Potential Park Entry Fees 23.0% 
Other (please specify) 7.9% 

15. Optional: What street do you live on? 
Answers vary; see Appendix C. 

Conclusions 

Overall, residents are generally satisfied with the condition of Township Park, and are happy 
with the plan for Crahen Valley Park. The most mentioned suggestions were more trails, better 
connections among trails and parks, more winter recreation options, and more activities for 
different age groups.  

The majority of respondents supported the Township’s current method of funding and 
constructing trail segments. The questionnaire respondents tended to favor grants and private 
donations as sources of funding for new recreation facilities in the Township. The respondents 
were mostly not in favor of borrowing money or charging entrance fees to the recreation 
facilities.   
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SECTION V: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Grand Rapids Township has several factors that contribute to the general complexity of local 
recreation decisions. The Township has suburban residential character, suburban commercial 
character and rural residential character. Persons living in rural areas often have immediate 
access to the natural environment out their back door, but must drive longer distances to the 
nearest ball diamond, tennis court or other active recreational facility. Conversely, suburban 
dwellers usually live close to active recreation facilities located at a neighborhood park or local 
school, but lack access to open natural areas. In addition, the Grand Rapids metro area offers a 
wide variety of recreational opportunities, as does West Michigan in general. 

The Township is also the focus of many in the region for a major recreation resource, Meijer 
Gardens and Sculpture Park. While not owned by the Township it brings many into the area 
who may not have otherwise visited and also adds to the recreational opportunity of Township 
residents. 

The major transportation corridors that crisscross the Township form both physical and 
psychological barriers that tend to segment the Township. While the Township Park is the one 
currently developed park provided by the Township, for many it is only accessible by driving. 
The desire for more pedestrian or bicycle connections is evident by the strong percentage of 
survey respondents supporting continued trail development. Every effort should be made to 
continue making trail connections to existing trails and neighboring communities. 

Facility Needs 

The needs assessment results show that 94% of respondents want non-motorized trails 
expanded. Other high interest needs were Sledding (59%), Cross Country Ski/Snow Shoeing 
(57%) and Ice Skating (48%). Considering the potential of Crahen Valley Park and the strong 
interest in trails across the Township, these all appear realistic. 

Recreational Programs 

Recreational programs are available to local residents as provided by each of the Public Schools 
District. In addition, MVP Athletic Club, the City of East Grand Rapids, the City of Grand Rapids 
and commercial establishments offer local residents a rich array of organized recreational 
programs. Although a substantial membership fee is required for some activities, fees for many 
of the programs are minimal.  
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Future Development 

From a recreation standpoint, it is important that appropriate steps be taken to ensure that 
adequate land is provided for recreational purposes as the Township continues to develop. 
Based on the needs assessment, corridors for trails have strong support. Open space areas 
within new residential subdivisions and multi-unit complexes should be allocated for tot lots, 
neighborhood parks and green space.  

Funding 

The survey indicates that residents continue to support the development of non-motorized 
trails and parklands through the use of state and federal grants and private donations, using 
general fund money for seed or match money. For operations they continue to support the use 
of existing Township general fund dollars and park fees such as shelter and field rental. They do 
not support entrance fees, millages or bonding at this time. 

Goals & Objectives 

Goal 1: Provide residents and visitors with a high-quality well connected non-motorized trail 
network. 

Objective A: Prioritize and fund the maintenance of existing non-motorized trail 
facilities. 

Objective B: Continue to progress the planned non-motorized trail network and provide 
residents with alternative transportation options. 

Objective C: Enhance the overall trail user experience through improved trail amenities 
such as directional signage, interpretive signage, benches, and bike racks. 

 

Goal 2: Provide residents and visitors with high-quality diverse recreational activities. 

Objective A: Prioritize and fund the ongoing maintenance and replacements of existing 
park facilities. 

Objective B: Provide residents and visitors more opportunities for passive recreation. 

Objective C: Develop high quality winter recreation opportunities. 

Objective D: Develop and improve existing parks for all levels of user abilities through 
the implementation of Universal Design Principles, including ADA guidelines. 
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SECTION VI: ACTION PROGRAM 

Year Action Estimated 
Cost 

Funding 
Source(s)* 

Goal and 
Objective 

2018 

Trails  

Maintenance and upgrades to existing 
trails network $15,000  1 1A 

Crahen Valley Park  

Grading/site preparation $75,000  1 2B 

Township Hall Park  

Resurface tennis courts $15,500  1 2A 

2019 

Crahen Valley Park  

Begin Phase II, construction of Winter 
Sports areas on the North end $115,000  1,3,5 2C,2D 

Design/Engineer Phase I Development $275,000  1,3,5 2B,2D 

2020 
Crahen Valley Park  

Paved pathway construction $1,600,000  1,2,3 1B,1C 

2021 

Crahen Valley Park  

Construct Restrooms on the South end $85,000  1,2,4,5 1C 

Township Hall Park  

Park equipment upgrades $71,500  1 2A,2D 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan  

Update Five Year Master Plan $20,000  1 All 

2022 
Crahen Valley Park  

Construct a shelter on the South end $35,000  1,3,5 2B,2D 

*Funding Sources 
1. Township Funds 
2. Community Development Block Grant Funds 
3. Michigan Land Trust (DNR) 
4. Transportation Enhancement Grants 
5. Private Funds 
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APPENDIX A: 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
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APPENDIX B: 
QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS - CHARTS AND TABLES 
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construction costs and address the concerns of nearby property owners. Trails 
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are funded by a combination of private donations, Federal Transportation Grants 
and General Property tax dollars. 
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APPENDIX C: 
OPEN ENDED COMMENTS FROM QUESTIONNAIRE 

3. What would cause you to use the park more often? 
Respondents 

 
Responses Theme 

1 

 

When grandchildren visit 
Young Children 

2 

 

Better trails, restrooms. More handicap accessible trails. 
Leonard St gate is always closed.  

Improve 
Facilities 

3 

 

Did not know about it, so better marketing of the park. Perhaps 
special event in the summer? Signage 

4 
 

Park is in great shape. 
 5 

 
Allowing pets Pets 

6 
 

better access to hiking/biking trails Access 

7 

 

Better access by roads. An entrance from Knapp would be 
nice. Access - Knapp 

8 

 

If there were groomed X-C trails, I would definitely visit it as 
well as my GR friends. 

Ski 
9 

 
a Frisbee golf course Disc Golf 

10 
 

Parking off of Knapp Access - Knapp 

11 

 

groomed cross country skiing trails, hiking/running/mountain 
biking trails Ski, Trails 

12 
 

More walking trail development. Trails 
13 

 
disc golf Disc Golf 

14 

 

New or improved play structures Improve 
Facilities 

15 
 

Developed Cross country ski trails. I'd be there a lot. Ski 

16 

 

Groomed cross country skiing in the winter months would be 
awesome, especially if you considered some snow making 
capability which would like permit continuous operation 
throughout the winter. Trail fees, rentals and concessions 
would likely be required to offset costs. Huron Meadows 
Metropark has had some success with this type of endeavor.  Ski 

17 
 

dedicated mountain bike trails and dedicated skate ski trails. Ski, Bike 
18 

 
Groomed nordic skiing Ski 

19 
 

Ski trail Ski 
20 

 
Cross country skiing  Ski 

21 
 

Skiing Ski 
22 

 
Groomed XC Ski Trails Ski 

23 
 

Cross country ski trails Ski 
24 

 
Goomed cross country ski trails  Ski 

25 

 

If winter sports were included, such as groomed Nordic XC 
Trails, I would visit and ski on a regular basis Ski 

26 
 

Cross Country Skiing. Ski 
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27 
 

A community pool! Pool 
28 

 
Running or groomed ski trails  Ski 

29 
 

Xcountry Ski trails( groomed), Ski 
30 

 
My kids getting older, which, as I understand, is happening. Young Children 

31 

 

If I had a need for playground or gathering facilities. Right now 
I don't have anything near term. Young Children 

32 

 

Continued playground equip imvestment (it is already pretty 
good, one of the parka we will drive to use).  

Improve 
Facilities 

33 

 

I'd most like a tennis court wall for hitting solo which could be 
used for lacrosse practice solo as well.  
 
Upgraded basketball court with nets replaced routinely 
 
A mountain bike flow course out in the back by the trees. This 
would be a short loop with features interspersed. MWMBA 
would probably build this for free.  
 
Upgraded infields for the ball fields - they are gravel and hurt to 
slide and cause hit balls to take dangerous bounces 
 
Two pickleball courts 

Tennis, 
Maintenance, 
Basketball, 
Trails, Improve 
Facilities, 
pickleball 

34 

 

Shaded area, splash pad, pool Pool, Splash 
Pad 

35 
 

pickleball courts Pickleball 
36 

 
if I still had children in soccer Young Children 

37 

 

In the winter, add an outdoor ice rink. Years ago, the Fire Dept 
would maintain a rink in the parking lot for residents to use. Ice rink 

38 
 

If/when we have and babysit grandchildren. Young Children 
39 

 
Grand children Young Children 

40 
 

Maintained baseball fields. Ball fields 

41 

 

Consistently clean bathrooms with toilet paper always 
available. Longer walking/bike paths.  

Improve 
Facilities 

42 
 

A dog park area. Dog park 
43 

 
younger children Young Children 

44 
 

being able to find more time to walk the trails 
 45 

 
more time to walk trails 

 46 
 

more time to walk the trails 
 47 

 
more time to walk 

 48 
 

If they allowed dogs on leashes. Pets 
49 

 
dog park Pets 

50 

 

A trail or sidewalk that would allow me to travel down 
Dunnigan to the park facilities. Dunnigan 

51 
 

If the bathrooms were always open.  Access 



DRAFT

60 

 

52 

 

Adding updated equipment. Adding a dog park. Pickle ball 
courts.  

Improved 
Facilities, Pets, 
Pickleball 

53 
 

NA 
 54 

 
Less bees and easier parking  Access 

55 

 

a bike trail/sidewalk from my neighborhood to the park. I live 
less than a mile from the park.  Access 

56 

 

Resurfaced tennis courts Improved 
Facilities 

57 

 

improved services Improved 
Facilities 

58 
 

Put an ice rink there in the winter.  Ice rink 
59 

 
More free time 

 60 
 

Water feature? Water feature 

61 

 

Upgraded playground equipment, modernized 3 season 
bathrooms 

Improved 
Facilities 

62 

 

More updated play space Improved 
Facilities 

63 
 

A connecting trail down Dunnigan to Arbor Hills homes Access 

64 

 

More, nicer playground structures Improved 
Facilities 

65 
 

Nothing 
 66 

 

If I could get to it from Knapp by car. The Beltline is a 
nightmare  Access - Knapp 

67 

 

More grassy areas with communal seating areas, lighting, 
fountain, picnic areas, vending machines.  

Improved 
Facilities 

68 

 

I took my children there when they were younger, and I 
remember feeling like it was hard to keep an eye on both of 
them when they weren’t together because of the layout of the 
park. I also wished there was more shade, too. 

Layout, Shade, 
Young Children 

69 
 

More walking trails Trails 

70 

 

Bike path/sidewalk along Dunnigan Ave, so I could 
bike/walk/run from my neighborhood (Arbor Hills). Access 

71 
 

Clowns and a cotton candy stand maybe  
 

72 

 

Something to draw. Maybe disc golf? My kids are getting a 
little old for playground facilities. 

Disc Golf, 
Young Children 

73 
 

. 
 74 

 
Dog Park  Pets 

75 
 

Pool Pool 
76 

 
grandchildren Young Children 

77 
 

Splash pad, better maintained play equipment  Splash Pad 
78 

 
Better signage  Signage 

79 

 

Handy to visit when grandchildren visit. Otherwise, we walk to 
and in Rozelle Park which is closer to our house. Young Children 

80 
 

Probably not much.  
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81 
 

I didn’t even know it was there. Probably more signs. Signage 
82 

 
more trails connecting to inner neighborhoods Access 

83 
 

More township planned activities Programming 
84 

 
Mountain bike trails Bike Trails 

85 

 

The flooring of the park is old and need to have an update not 
sand/ mud based floor, like the one in cascade park 

Improved 
facilities 

86 

 

I would still be using it to walk (exercise) if it were open. More 
trails would be good. Trails 

87 

 

Better facilities/equipment Improved 
facilities 

88 

 

having grandchildren young enough and visiting from out of 
state Young Children 

89 
 

More grandchildren. Young Children 

90 

 

More playground equipment that includes monkey bars and 
more things for older kids Young Children 

91 
 

If I knew it was there. New to area. Signage 

92 

 

Access from Knapp instead of driving around to the Beltline, 
making a Michigan turn, etc. this should be accessible from the 
courthouse on Knapp.  Access - Knapp 

93 

 

More shade. More seats closer and within sight of all the 
various play areas.  Layout 

94 

 

My kids have grown so at this stage of life the tennis courts 
and walking paths are what we would be interested in most. 
When our kids were younger, they played softball and soccer. 
Unfortunately, the facility was not kept up very well. Also, when 
our little league inquired about the availability of the softball 
fields, we were met with a poor attitude and it felt like we were 
imposing on the township. Because of the poor experience, we 
found other fields and tried to make the best of it elsewhere. I 
believe the lack of interest has impacted the growth of female 
sports at Forest Hills Eastern. In fact, several of the female 
sports have been shrinking because of a lack of interest and 
numbers of athletes available. 

Young 
Children, 
Maintenance, 
Trails 

95 

 

Outdoor skating rink 
 
 
 
More bike trails 

Ice Rink, Bike 
Trails 

96 

 

A parking/access option off of knapp and a bike path from 
knapp ct to knapp on the southern side. Waiting to cross knapp 
is a huge deterrent. Also year round open bathroom facilities. Access - Knapp 

97 
 

nothing 
 98 

 
Knowing about it. Never knew it was there. Signage.  Signage 

99 

 

Live too far away. And can’t see it from the road. Some signs 
would be a helpful reminder. Signage 

100 
 

Additional items for various age children.  Young Children 
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101 

 

1. Water play (splash pad, community pool) 
 
2. Connector path from our neighborhoods on Knapp Ct. to the 
Knapp St. non motorized path 
 
3. Events at the park (music, etc.) 

Splash Pad, 
Access, 
Programming 

102 

 

More shade in the play structure area, water play areas such 
as a splash pad 

Splash pad, 
Shade 

103 

 

More shade, more places for parents to sit nearby while small 
children are playing. 
 
Splash pad would be awesome! Splash Pad 

104 

 

I'd like to see signage and know if there are walking trails and 
bike trails and if dogs are welcome. 

Signage, Pets, 
Trails 

105 
 

Better basketball courts, more things for older kids. Young Children 
106 

 
If I had young children again. Young Children 

107 
 

Grandchildren Young Children 

108 

 

I rent for my team to practice there and use for basketball and 
tennis courts 

 

8. Do you support expanding the trail system as shown in yellow on the map? 
Respondents Comment Theme 

1 Need handicap accessible trails. Handicap 
2 Dunnigan is very busy and needs this Dunnigan 

3 I have safety concerns for where the trail crosses 
driveways. Safety 

4 Blue? 
 

5 
I would especially support a safe way to cross the 
highway along 3 Mile - this is currently very dangerous 
for pedestrians Safety 

6 Ski trail Ski 
7 Non motorized trails I feel are the glue of the community 

 8 Safe Multi-purpose trails benefit the entire region Safety 

9 yes please cars are deadly; my friends on bikes are 
getting killed Safety 

10 
Trails are an important economic development tool for 
healthy communities, and multi use 4 season is the most 
effective  

 11 Love the bike trails 
 12 Cross Country Skiing Ski 

13 Yes, Lefingwell is so busy on the shoulder. Leffingwell 

14 This is a heavily traffic & commercial area. Would not 
support the needed funds to expand here Traffic 

15 MUCH safer than trying to 'share the road' with cars, 
especially in winter! Safety 

16 
While I support expansion, would love it on secondary 
roads instead of busiest roads. For example, people use 
the crahen and Leonard all the time, but the beltline is Traffic 
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not enjoyable to use. I prefer to create a connected 
network where traffic isnt a concern.  

17 
Start with doing something about Dunnigan. That road is 
incredibly dangerous and there needs to be a way to get 
walkers and cyclists off of the roadway. Dunnigan 

18 I would prefer Leffingwell first Leffingwell 

19 We have been impatiently waiting for the trail on 
Leffingwell to be finished! Leffingwell 

20 need pickleball courts Pickleball 
21 more links to Ada and Cascade Regional Links 
22 We would love to see the trails expanded and linked Regional Links 
23 More so on the north end of the township. 

 24 Especially along Dunnigan between Knapp and Mason 
Ridge Dunnigan 

25 Dunnigan needs a trail!! Dunnigan 

26 

We absolutely support more trails, particularly along 
Dunnigan from the Arbor Hills neighborhood. One of the 
largest subdivisions in the Township is not directly 
served by a path. (though we are grateful for the recent 
connector path through the new apartment complex).  Dunnigan 

27 thoughtfully planned and funded 
 28 Yes, but also connecting covering Bradford from the East 

Beltline to Crahen Ave. Bradford 
29 Please! This can not be completed fast enough. :) Soon 

30 
I would love to see a trail continued on Knapp through 
the intersection at Grand River, over the river and up to 
Eastern High School. Knapp 

31 If Dunnigan had a trail, would use it almost daily.  Dunnigan 

32 Yes need trails that connect around 3 mile, Dunnigan, 
and Knapp down to the trail at roselle.  Dunnigan 

33 

We would love to be able to walk from our residence off 
of dunnigan and three mile to the restaurants and stores 
that are along Beltline, killing two birds with one stone: 
exercise and spending money at our local businesses.  Dunnigan 

34 Would like to see this expansion accelerated as feasible. Soon 
35 Especially along Dunnigan. Dunnigan 

36 We would use if dunnigan had a trail...taking my kids 
down dunnigan on bikes is like playing frogger with hills  Dunnigan 

37 I trufully don’t care. I don’t use them, so I would prefer 
not to pay for them. 

 38 TOP priority to connecting crahen to forest hills Regional Links 

39 I think that expanding the non motorized trails is a 
fantastic idea for our community! 

 40 plenty of options available now. Plus useable only 5-6 
months 

 41 Yes! Yes! Yes! A hundred times yes.  
 42 But I would like to see the blue sections expedited first, 

especially Knapp Ct to Crahen Valley park. Knapp 

43 Need to PLOW the trails in winter. Especially those that 
go by schools.  

Winter 
Maintenance 
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44 Would love to see knapp Street trail continue east of 
grand river to connect trail at FHE  Knapp 

45 I'm ambivalent. 
 46 just don't levy a trail millage 
 

9. Currently, GRCT reviews each proposed trail segment as it plans road 
improvements, utility work, and development projects. This reduces trail 
construction costs and address the concerns of nearby property owners. Trails 
are funded by a combination of private donations, Federal Transportation Grants 
and General Property tax dollars. Do you agree with this policy? 
Respondents Comment 

1 I appreciate the pay as we go approach 

2 We believe trail development/green space should be integrated with all 
developments 

3 However, if the interest exists, consider updating trails as funds permit 
4 Ski trail 
5 Yes, it's fiscally sound 

6 Low taxes is #1 above other priorities. Keep our township taxes lower than 
other neighboring townships  

7 need pickleball courts 

8 
Might be worth spending a few dollars for trails just for the sake of 
expanding trails, even without associated utility work. Dunnigan, while 
expensive, could really benefit from a path 

9 I would support a dedicated recreation or trails millage 

10 A agree, but would be willing to support a millage as well. 
11 don't raise taxes 
12 no millage 

13 

Safety also needs to be a factor. Streets such as Dunnigan are not safe 
currently and should be an exception to this. With neighborhoods growing 
and people trying to get to the township park we need a path. It is extremely 
dangerous for our kids currently.  

14 
You also need to give greater consideration to new neighborhoods and the 
growth in population with young families. We need access to our under used 
parks. 

15 Have already used trail on Dunnigan but would love for it to connect to 
Knapp.  

16 I understand that this is the policy. There should be exceptions when there 
are safety concerns. 

17 no, sometimes you need to move faster than this 

18 Stop. How many residents truly use those trails. isn't there another type of 
facility residents could use more and for more residents.  

19 ok, but I would prefer more aggressive funding 
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20 Should not be part of property taxes; lots don’t use it & many , like my family 
use it only in the summer. 

21 

I say "no" because the process as decribed sounds as if it is too subject to 
many contingencies which might delay the building of our trail network. For 
example, if road improvements take precedence, property owners all have to 
weigh in, private funding contingencies, etc. I think this is a major 
component of the health of our community, and we should be able to 
prioritize and fund this with our tax base. The township does not have 
multiple developed parks, a community center, pool/aquatic center etc. so 
we need to maximize what we do have. 

22 Unclear 

23 maintain the trails 

10. Do you agree with the planned use for Crahen Valley Park? 
Respondents Comment 

1 I eagerly anticipate the new trails for cycling and skiing 

2 Bike paths used for XCskiing in winter should have lighting for evening and 
winter use 

3 if it includes x-c trails 

4 Why is the parking lot closed at times. 

5 groomed cross country skiing trails would be nice 

6 I have walked this land for 12 years and look forward to the rest of the park 
improvements. 

7 Cragen Park is a jem. Twp is right on target. 

8 Develop ski trails for grooming 

9 Ski trail loop 

10 I suggest the Nature Trails are restricted to snowshoe & skis (beside each 
other) when snow-covered. 

11 where are the groomed cross country ski trails going? I don't see them 

12 Especially if this includes groomed Nordic XC ski trails including classic 
track and “flat track” skating technique. 
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13 

I'm not incredibly in favor of paving so much. It is a nice natural area. I am in 
favor of the TWP looking into creating groomed xc skiing facilities on the 
property. This is something that is entirely lacking in Kent County. The GR-
area facilities are an embarrassment. I'm talking about groomed for both 
skate skiing and classic skiing. It would be completely unique facilities to 
greater Kent County. I think there would be significant support from local XC 
ski groups. If this kind of facility could be well planned and executed, it has 
the potential to bring in tourism and events. I think that strong consideration 
should be taken for building quality xc ski facilities. They are good for 
walking and biking in the off season, too. 

14 
trails and development as indicated seem great for this park - I like the non-
paved trails with associated natural areas and keeping development in the 
north section. Existing trails can be used for XC skiing.  

15 
Do not support a paved path in the ravine area - gravel OK & more 
economical for the terrain there. Also I do not see it on the map, but I've 
heard about sledding in this park. I do not support that either. 

16 Nice combination for people of all activity levels 

17 Need some trails signs put up. LOVE the network of trails. 

18 

GRCT has no community gathering spot for events. I think this area could be 
that sort of place. Most of the design offered here is wonderful but I was 
hoping for an area for small events like live music, theater, art and/or food 
related events with a small amphitheater. Shakespeare, Jazz in the summer, 
etc. Sunday afternoon family gathering events that don't compete with Meijer 
Gardens or Ada events. 

19 need pickleball courts 

20 keep natural low impact uses 

21 This looks great 

22 
Overall, the plan looks great. It would be nice if the Township could have 
somewhere in its park system a dog park facility similar to Cascade 
Township's. 

23 nice layout  

24 great concept plan 

25 No intense use restore and protect 

26 Very excited for the completion of this park as per the plan 

27 need dog park 

28 Fantastic !! 
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29 Would be awesome to have a mini winter sports park nearby with ice skating 
and snow shoeing.  

30 
Depends on condition. Is it pretty. Will there be wildlife? Are we talking about 
hiking trails, or paved walkways? Dirt paths for traditional hiking would be 
best. 

31 but map is VERY outdated...give top priority to paths 

32 I would prefer that the “paved bike path” remain unpaved, so it can be used 
for mountain biking.  

33 Would need traffic light at intersection of Knapp Rd and Knapp Ct. (Should 
be one already). 

34 
More bike trails! The two areas that desperately need improvement though 
are Fulton street and the Beltline and Knapp and Grand River over the 
bridge. Both unsafe.  

35 This would be fantastic! Especially the bikepath connecting one end of the 
park to the other. 

36 In fact, I'm very excited about it. 

37 

Yes and no. Why not devote an acre or two to a fenced in dog park or two? 
GRTwp has no place to just let dogs run and socialize and do owners love 
letting their dogs have a safe place to run. Our family has to drive either to 
Cascade park or to Zjenison for their awesome Grand Ravines dog park. 
GRTwp should offer one similar at the Crahen park or at Rowell Oatk. It 
would be a huge draw for residents. 

38 keep it as natural as possible 

11. In addition to the facilities and activities illustrated in the above image, please 
indicate your preference for other facilities and activities. 
Respondents Response 

1 Fat bike or Mountain bike trails 
2 interpretative signage for outdoor environmental educational opportunities 
3 frisbee golf course 
4 youth Soccer fields on some open space activity areas, dog park? 
5 Parking off Leonard available during winter months 
6 Dog park  
7 High-quality groomed XC ski facilities 

8 Do a capital campaign and invest in something higher end and different 
than what exists nearby  

9 small amphitheater for events 
10 Pool 
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11 need pickleball courts the most 
12 Bathrooms 

13 I support the plan activities as represented on the map. 

14 Dog Park 
15 keep it low intensity uses 
16 Lookouts enjoyment of nature 
17 Mountain or Fat bike trails 
18 dog park  
19 Dog park  
20 A leisure park with benches by the ponds. Very relaxing. 
21 Splashpad  
22 Mountain bike trails 
23 Dog park  
24 Community pool.  
25 Soccer fields  
26 Frisbee golf?  
27 Again, disc golf appropriate or is this more of a woodland setting? 

28 

There are many excellent trails that planners seem not to even know 
about...many of us have been walking these paths for years, and your 
planners just seem to think they are non-existent...we need bridge over the 
creek at two other places, connecting the lower grasslands to the 
forest...we need trails protected from flooding, etc etc. et. 

29 Soccer  

30 
I recommend that sidewalks for Knapp Ct be added to the plan, and that 
Knapp Ct be widened. Please increase police surveillance of “speeding” 
down Knapp Ct.  

31 Pool! Would love to have a community pool and splash pad for kids.  

32 small outdoor performance area/amphitheater? 
33 Dog park  
34 more baseball and soccer fields 

 

12. Which options would you support for funding future park improvements? 
Respondents Other (please specify) 

1 adopt a highway style, adopt a trail, adopt a trail kilometer 

2 annual use passes 

3 Please, no entry fees- there is limited local park access to an area this 
large 
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4 EGR did capital campaign for trail, consider public plea for any investment. 
I would contribute but dont want recurring tax increase 

5 events with participation fees from vendors 
6 no new taxes 
7 no millage 
8 No tax increases don’t borrow money 
9 Minimal membership?  

10 No opinion 
11 Paid seasonal pass to enter the park 
12 No entry fees as f. 

13. Which options would you support for funding future non-motorized trails? 
Respondents Other (please specify) 

1 Federal grant 
2 annual use passes 
3 Same comments 
4 need pickleball courts 
5 no new taxes and don't borrow money pay as you go 
6 no millage 
7 No tax increases don’t borrow money 
8 Beg a billionaire? 
9 No opinion 

10 Top priority to doubling/tripling the trail networks and 
bridges 

11 park entrance fee for vehicles only? 
12 Park Membership fee (yearly) 
13 private donations are listed twice 

14. Which options would you support for park and trail maintenance? 
Respondents Other (please specify) 

1 Hi  
2 annual use passes 
3 need pickleball courts 
4 provide for maintenence from annual budget 
5 set up a maintenance fund with new tax revenue 
6 Make part of budget for maintenence 

7 Would like to see our paved trails maintained in the winter like 
other townships. 

8 Billionaire thing above maybe? 
9 No opinion 

10 endowment fund 
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15. Optional: What street do you live on? 
 Answered 103 

   Skipped 61 
   

     Respondents Responses 
   1 New Town Drive 

  2 Foothills Trail 
   3 Knapp Ct 
   4 Bird NE 
   5 Canterwood 
   6 Taliesin Trail 
   7 Bluewater Pines Dr NE 

  8 Crahen Ave 
   9 Burgen Ct NE 

  10 Maguire Avenue 
  11 Leffingwell 

   12 Lincoln, Robinson Township 
 13 Appleton 

   14 Northland Dr NE 
  15 Pine Nook Ct 

   16 Pinesboro 
   17 Tradition Dr NE 

  18 oakes ave 
   19 Crooked Crow 

  20 Knapp 
   21 outside your township 

  22 Wausaukee NE  
  23 1220 Ash Drive South Haven MI 

 24 Three mile rd 
   25 Celadon 
   26 Lenwood Lane 

  27 Saddlebrook 
   28 Bradford Farms Lane 

  29 Forest Hill Court SE 
  30 Vineyards neighborhood 
  31 Flowers Mill Drive NE 
  32 Johnathan Ave 
  33 Leffingwell 

   34 beatrice dr ne 
  35 Jules Lillian Drive Northeast 

 36 Baywood 
   37 Eagle Circle Court NE 

  38 Mason ridge dr ne  
  39 Arbor Chase Dr 
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40 Mason Ridge Ct. 
  41 Atwater Hills Drive 
  42 Greenings 

   43 Cutter Parkway 
  44 Bradford 

   45 Arbor Hills 
   46 Bradford 
   47 bradford 
   48 Pine Nook Ct.  

  49 Mason Ridge Dr NE 
  50 Atwater Hills Drive 
  51 Gray Fox Lane NE  
  52 atwater hills ct 
  53 Arbor Chase 

   54 Mason Ridge Dr 
  55 Mason view drive  
  56 Mason Ridge Dr. 
  57 Arbor Chase 

   58 Mason ridge 
   59 Mason Ridge Ct 

  60 Mason View Dr 
  61 Arbor Chase Dr 
  62 Arbor chase drive  
  63 Atwater Hills Ct. 
  64 Mason Ridge Dr 
  65 Atwater hills dr 
  66 Mason Ridge Dr NE 
  67 Arbor chase 

   68 Mason Ridge Court 
  69 Arbor Chase Dr  
  70 Mason View Drive ne 
  71 catamount trl 

   72 Catamount Trail 
  73 Blackberry Lane 
  74 Blackberry lane  
  75 Catamount Trail NE 
  76 Old Grand River Trail 
  77 Orchards 

   78 Fox Point Ct. NE 
  79 Blackberry  

   80 Catamount trail 
  81 Hidden Lake Lane 
  82 shears crossing 
  83 Catamount Trail 
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84 Foothills Trail 
   85 Thornberry Hill Ct 

  86 Off of Knapp Ct. 
  87 Shears Crossing Ct.  
  

88 

Catamount - Can you please have your 
cruiser monitor the traffic on Knapp Court. 
Cars and dump trucks are going on 
average 15 miles OVER the speed limit. 
The ability to even get to the Crahen Park 
will be severely limited by this.  

89 Knapp Ct 
   90 Coppergrove dr ne 

  91 old grand river trail 
  92 Blackberry Lane NE 
  93 I live off Knapp Ct. NE 
  94 foothills trail 

   95 Catamount 
   96 Thornberry Hill ct ne 

  97 Emerald Glen Ct 
  98 Shears crossing 
  99 Pine Nook Ct 

   100 Foot Hills Trail NE 
  101 Catamount trail 
  102 Monarch 

   103 Flowers Mill 
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APPENDIX D: Post-Completion Self-Certification Reports 
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